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Architects examine wood-framed construction

and electrical service contracting motivates
Karen and her senior leadership team every
day.
Lisa Santaite Ballerini, president of Montana Construction, said that her motivation
for success “has and always will be my
family.”
Under Ballerini, Montana which now has
annual sales of $40 million “grew and flourished” despite the recession. She attributes
the success to “our dedication and never
compromising on quality and service.”
Theodora Sergiou, vice president, Nicholas Pools, Inc., praised her parents and the
president of her alma mater, Georgian Court
University – where Sergiou now teaches
marketing and management - who told her
to “always dream the impossible.”
Maria Yglesias and Maria Del Mar Lopez,
managing partners, M & M Development,
developer and builder of “superior and distinctively beautiful affordable housing,” took
the podium together.
M & M projects include work for the
Coopers Hill Housing Development in
Camden and the Harmony Square project
in Newark.
Noting that M&M is “transforming communities,” Yglesias urged all women to mentor women to help “make a better world.”
Corporate sponsors of PWC-NJ are
Montana Construction and Binsky & Snyder Service; platinum sponsors are Torcon;
Tishman, an AECOM Company; and Turner
Construction.
For information on PWC-NJ visit www.
pwcusa.org/nj.

In the aftermath of the Avalon Edgewater
Building Fire, the New Jersey chapter of the
American Institute of Architects (AIA-NJ) has
announced the formation of a task force of
member architects to review possible improvements to design practices and building codes
and standards in order to enhance building
safety in New Jersey.
The Task Force will examine various issues specific to lightweight wood-framed
buildings and make recommendations that, if
implemented, could reduce property damage,
provide additional time for people to reach
safety, and allow the fire service more time to
effectively address these emergencies.
Chaired by Justin A. Mihalik, AIA New
Jersey President-elect, the AIA New Jersey
Task Force will build upon its standard code
advisory processes and conduct these additional meetings to review lightweight wood
framing design issues and formulate recommendations to assist New Jersey policymakers
in promulgating regulations that will make
buildings of this type safer.
“Improving building safety through smarter
design has always been a priority of architects,” said Justin A. Mihalik, AIA. “AIA-NJ
is prepared to further assist public safety officials in this shared goal with the creation of
this task force.”
The Task Force will make advisory recommendations on containment methods and
use of lightweight wood-framed construction
materials. These recommendations will be formulated into a written report to be presented to
official agencies with the intent of improving
building safety in the Garden State and around
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the country. The Task force is
expected to complete this work
in the coming months.
Some 500 apartments were
destroyed and hundreds of
people evacuated in January
when fire ripped through the
four story Avalon Edgewater
building.
Fire Chief Tom Jacobson
reportedly said that the lightweight, wooden construction of Fire ripped through the Avalon Edgewater complex
the complex allowed the flames
to spread so rapidly. In a statement released the complex, said the building met fire and
Jan. 22, AvalonBay Communities, owners of safety codes.

Leader House repositioning
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more expansive and vibrant commercial retail
structure providing both the public and the
building’s tenants with exciting retail stores
and tenant amenity space.
Leader House’s project design team included WASA Architects & Engineers, working in
concert with De Simone Structural Engineers,
to design the new building lobby and the
multi-level commercial and retail structure
at the base of the building along Columbus
Avenue.
Mc Gowan was selected by Starrett Development to organize and perform the project’s
complex construction.
Leader House contains 280 residential
units on its 30 floors covering over 200,000
s/f. Starett Development’s newly created com-

mercial and retail space adds over 32,000 s/f
of first floor retail space in addition to over
17,000 square feet of commercial space in the
building’s cellar and sub-cellar.
These new commercial and retail spaces
provide ceiling heights ranging from 15-18
feet.
The new space has been well received by
the nretail tenants. New leases are signed
or in negotiation by destination retailers,
special education schools, health clubs and
restaurants.
In addition, the top floor of the new commercial structure contains over 9,500 s/fof
roof decked open space, including a garden
area with stone pavers, landscaping planters
and a synthetic turf lawn for recreational use
by tenants of the building.
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