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WHO’S NEWS
ny’s corporate transaction work
and optimizing the operating
portfolio of the firm.
A member of the company’s
Executive Team, he has played
a key role in strategic decisions
regarding acquisitions, pipeline
projects and existing properties.
Berliner will continue to
oversee legal matters. Livia
Corredor and David Esterman
have been promoted to codirectors of Legal Affairs to
assist him in this area.
•••
The Spector Group announced the promotion of five
team members
in its Manhattan office.
Andy
Saadullah has
been elevated
from junior

MaryAnne
Gilmartin,
president
and CEO of
Forest City
Ratner
Companies
(FCRC),
announced
the appointment of David Berliner as chief
operating officer.
Berliner was formerly General Counsel at the company.
Gilmartin also announced
the promotion of Melissa
Román Burch to executive
vice president of Commercial
and Residential Development,
and Ashley Cotton to senior vice
president of External Affairs and
Chief of Staff to the CEO.
Berliner will be responsible
for corporate leadership initiatives; facilitating the compa-

architect to intermediate architect.
Saadullah, a seven year industry veteran, has been with
Spector for the past five years.
He holds a Masters in Architecture from the University of
Michigan.
Chip Stadnyck, RA, 33, was
promoted from job
captain to project architect,
augmenting his
responsibilities to include
design and
construction
document coordination.
Stadnyck has spent the past
10 years in the architecture
field, nine of them with Spector. He possesses a Bachelor
of Architecture from Syracuse
University.

in CONSTRUCTION & DESIGN

Chris Thibodeau shifts
from intermediate architect
to senior architect.
He has spent
the past four
years of his
seven years
in the industry at Spector. He
holds a Masters of Architecture
from the University of Michigan and a Bachelor of Science
in Landscape Architecture from
Michigan State.
Dexter
Tinapay,
RA, has
been named
an associate,
adding to his
present role
as design director.

Durst lobby redone by ACC

ACC Construction, New York's premier, woman-owned general contracting
and construction management firm, has
recently completed the lobby renovation
at The Durst Organization's 1133 Sixth
Avenue. The renovated lobby features a
dramatic custom light fixture, new desk
and security systems, new travertine
stonework and terrazzo floor, as well as
newly installed revolving doors.
“1133 was the headquarters of The
Durst Organization for many years and
the building was the first my grandfather,
father and uncles built on Sixth Avenue,”
said Jonathan (Jody) Durst, President of
The Durst Organization. “The building’s
timeless design, efficient floor-plates and
optimal location make it as compelling
today as it was when it was constructed.
The beautiful new lobby and artwork
update this classic to the 21st Century
and we expect will make it a desirable
corporate address for at least another 40
years.”
Located in the welcome area, and for
all to see through the window on Sixth
Avenue, is a magnificent work by light
artist, Leo Villareal. He designed a 90
foot long, 12 foot high and 6 foot deep
extreme element of light for the centerpiece of the lobby. This is a record sized
piece by Villareal, and has 900, 12 foot,
thin mirrored, stainless steel blades
branching down from the ceiling. In total there are 86,400 LED lights encompassed on the blades. It is a piece of fine
art that not only catches your eye, but
has beautiful flow and movement. The
new lobby desk measures over 35 feet
long and contains the newly installed
state of the art security equipment for
the building, The premium onyx stone
on the desk allows for the reflection of

the LED lights which creates an ongoing
sunlight effect throughout the lobby.
“The light sculpture was a great success. To me some of the other important
features are more subtle, but equal in
value. For instance, instead of replacing all of the existing travertine on the
walls, we had the stone cleaned, honed
and buffed to almost brand new. There
is a lot of stone in the lobby and keeping
it was a terrific re-use of material and
preserved more of the original character of the lobby,” said Rocco Giannetti,
Principal of Gensler Architects. “In fact
the whole design motif was rooted in
respect of the originally designed lobby
that had been modified once before, so
we tried our best to re-emphasize the
original. In addition to the light sculpture, the light colored floors and walls
are a perfect backdrop for rotating art
exhibits - a long tradition at this building
lobby. So the lobby operates as the front
door for its tenants, as well as an art gallery for them and their guests to enjoy.”
ACC worked collaboratively with

Gensler and The Durst Organization to
complete the renovation within the 25
week schedule. The team ensured the lobby was safe and operational at all times
throughout the construction duration. A
scaffold was installed in the entire lobby
interior to allow for the constant use of
the space below. The implementation
of a security desk enabled all systems
to be fully operational during the entire
construction process as well. George
Samiou, Principal of ACC Construction
stated “The lobby is unique in design,
premium in features, and a pure masterpiece that can be viewed by the public
at any time. It was truly an honor working with the team on this endeavor.”
Behind the new revolving glass
doors, you will find one of the most
dramatic and welcoming spaces in New
York City. With a client’s first philosophy, and the goals of a collaborative,
team approach, ACC, The Durst Organization and Gensler Architects created
an outstanding entry to this spectacular
6th Avenue property.
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He is now on a senior management path that will more
fully acknowledge his hands-on
leadership within the company.
A 17-year industry veteran,
Tinapay, who is a graduate of
the University of San Carlos in
the Philippines, has been with
Spector for nine years.
Jonathan Widyawardhana, 39, has been
promoted from
project architect to a dual
role of project architect/
project manager.
He will
use his 15
years in the
industry, the past three of which
have been spent with Spector, to
continue co-ordinating design
and construction documents
while also overseeing project
budgets and schedules.
Widyawardhana holds a
Bachelor of Technology in
Architectural Science from Ryerson Polytechnic University in
Toronto, Canada.
•••
Thornton Tomasetti announced that Kambiz Nassiri,
P.E., LEED AP, BD+C, has
joined the firm
as a vice president in the
New York
office.
Nassiri,
who has
nearly 30
years of
experience
in mechanical engineering, project management,
sustainable design, and construction management of multidisciplinary projects, will join
the firm’s MEP team.
Previously, Nassiri was a
vice president at Cosentini
Associates. Notable projects
include MEP design for The
Bow, a 57-story headquarters
for EnCana Corporation in
Calgary, Canada.
Nassiri holds a bachelor’s
degree in mechanical engineering from the City College of
City University of New York,
and a master’s degree in energy
management from the New
York Institute of Technology.
•••
Alan Gaynor + Co. has
appointed Julie Geffke as director to take charge of its new
business development.
Geffke comes to the firm
with over a decade of experience in client and business
management. Most recently,
she spent five years as assistant treasurer of the John
Simon Guggenheim Memorial
Foundation.
Before that, she held a client manager position with AC
Nielsen Co..
•••
River Drive Construction has hired Kim Becker
as director of
operations.
Becker
brings over
35 years of
experience
in the construction
i n d u s t r y,
most recently at
CIConsulting, a real estate and
construction consulting firm he
founded in 2009.
Earlier, he worked as director of development and acquisitions for Chelsea Property
Group, a subsidiary of Simon
Property Group; and as a construction project manager for
The Home Depot.
He also worked real estate
development capacities for
Extended Stay America; The
Sports Authority; and Federal
Business Centers.
He holds a double bachelor ’s degree in business
and liberal arts from the
University of Minnesota in
Minneapolis, Minn.
•••
Pascal Volet has been
named a senior planning
manager in the New York
office of Parsons Brinckerhoff.
Volet will lead the development of travel demand and
dynamic network models for
transportation agencies.
He has 28 years of experience in transport planning

and economic
and traffic
studies. Previously, he was a
travel demand
and forecasting consultant
in Montreal,
Canada, with
the Government of Quebec and the City
of Montreal as his primary
clients.
Volet received an M.A.Sc.
in civil engineering from the
University of Waterloo and a
B.Eng. in civil engineering
from McGill University.
•••
James Shedaker has been
named a principal technical specialist in the Lawrenceville, New Jersey office of Parsons Brinckerhoff.
Prior to joining Parsons
Brinckerhoff, he served as
Road Foreman of Engines
and head Designated Supervisor of Locomotive Engineers, and was a licensed
operator and engineer, for
the River Line, New Jersey’s
light rail system connecting
Camden and Trenton.
Shedaker received an associate’s degree from Burlington County College.
•••

Zetlin & De Chiara LLP
announced the arrival of
Matthew Dials to the firm’s
New York City office.
Dials has joined the firm
as an associate, having
previously worked with
AECOM as a designer and
corporate legal intern.
Dials received his J.D.
from Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School and his
Bachelor of Landscape Architecture from the University of Georgia.
Prior to law school, he
worked as a landscape architect in training focusing on
land planning, streetscape
design, and construction.
He participated in
the World Trade Center
streetscape reconstruction
project and the Fulton Mall
Streetscape redevelopment
project.
•••
Fletcher Thompson announced the addition of Philip
Toussaint as associate principal of the firm’s Healthcare
Practice Group.
Formerly with I. M. Pei &
Partners and Hillier Architecture, Toussaint brings more
than 30 years of healthcare
project experience to the
firm.
He has managed many
award winning projects, including replacement hospitals,
cancer centers and ambulatory
care centers.
Toussaint received a Bachelor of Architecture from the
Virginia Polytechnic Institute
and State University, and is a
registered architect in the State
of New York.
•••
Maximo Perez has been
named a supervising construction engineer in the New
York City office of Parsons
Brinckerhoff.
Perez is responsible for
the placing in service of
communications equipment
and the review and approval
of operational and maintenance manuals for communications
systems such
as fiber-optic
and telephone
networks,
radio, pub lic address,
C C T V, f i r e
alarm, and security systems
for transit construction projects.
He comes to Parsons
Brinckerhoff after a 30-year
career with MTA-New York
City Transit, most recently
serving as Administrative Engineer Manager-Capital Program
Management Station Rehabilitations, where he managed the
communication engineering
staff for the agency’s station
rehabilitation office.
Perez received a bachelor
of science degree in electrical
engineering from The City
College of New York and
is a registered professional
engineer.

